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ONLINE CHINMAYA GEETA FEST - 2020
214 CHAPTER - SANKHYA YOGAH

2
GEETA CHANTING FOR CHILDREN
Last date of Registration and Video Submission for
Preliminary round — 15% Jan 2021
SHLOKAS FOR SHLOKAS
PRELIMINARY FOR
GROUP | STANDARD | PORTION ROUND FINAL
(VIDEO SUBMISSION)| ROUND
Nursery,
A Jr. KG & Sr. KG L5e e P
B )i 1-10 4-8 1-10
& ld & [vth 1-16 815 1-16
D vt & vith L= 14 -22 1522
VI, vt
E Ixth & X 11-38 28 - 38 11-38
+ 4
) )
Geeta Chanting for Elders-2020
Last date of Registration and Video Submission for
Preliminary round — 15 Jan 2021
Shlokas for Shlokas for No. of
Group Age Portion | Preliminary Round Final .
- - Shlokas
(Video Submission) Round
1-11 1-23
5 =
i 1 : p (Seeing the book) (By heart) &
12=22 11-35
G 361055 | 11-35| ¢ e book) e 25
56 & 21-30 11-30
H a
above A1 (Seeing the book) (By heart) x
B

Please visit our website for regular updates.
www.chinmayamissionmulund.com/geeta-chanting-competition/

For any queries contact:
Shruti Shetty - 9619269909
Pavitra Shetty - 9867338832 Vasantha Balan - 8879717030




Saturday 5 December to
CHINMAYA MISSION PRESENTS Friday 25 December

TAPO) GEE]
Global Online Celebrations of
Shri Tapovan Jayanti and Geeta Jayanti

5 December to 24 December

7:15 PM to 8:00 PM IST (5 December onwards)

Geeta Chanting by Chinmaya Vidyalaya
students followed by discourses in English

11:30 AM to 12:00 Noon IST (6 December onwards)
Discourses in various languages

Dedicated to bringing “The Holy Geeta”,
Pujya Gurudev Swami Chinmayananda'’s life breath,
to every home

8.30 AM to 10:00 AM IST

Uttarkashi
Samashti Bhagavad Geeta Chanting of select verses

Special Address by Swami Tejomayananda and
Swami Swaroopananda

Shrimad Bhagavad Geeta Ashtottara and Arati

Tune Into YouTube
Chinmaya Channel
LAUNCHING ON
5 DECEMBER

theholygeeta.com

More details about the programme is available in
the link below:


http://share.chinmayamission.com/docs/TapoGeetaJayantiFest.pdf
http://share.chinmayamission.com/docs/TapoGeetaJayantiFest.pdf
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FDITORIAL COLUMN

AN
AL

A Harih Om!

RIGEI HHUT i says the Lord in Chapter 4
of the Bhagawad Geeta referring to the
incomprehensible nature of action. This
complex subject, not commonly heard of in
spiritual discourses, was taken wup by
Br.Nileshji for his online talks in Hindi titled
"Karma Siddhanta”" which were premiered
live on the official YouTube Channel of

Chinmaya Mission Mulund from 26" October
to 1°* November 2020. Br.Nileshji in his lucid
style explained the principles of Karma in a
logical manner, some of the salient takeaways
being as follows:

e Voluntary actions are Karma, wherein
there is a choice on the part of the doer
to do, not do or do differently.

e Every Karma necessarily produces
Karma Phala (results of action).

e Karma Phala can be broadly classified on
the basis of the nature of the experience
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as Sukha and Dukha (pleasure and pain)

e Karma Phala can be experienced in the
waking state or in the dream state.

e Karma Phala presents itself in the form
of situations which can be Ishta, Anishta
or Mishra. Ishta gives heavenly lokas,
Anishta gives hell/lower species and
Mishra gives human birth.

e Another classification of Karma Phala
based on the time of occurrence is
Drushta and Adrushta. Drushta is that
which is experienced in the same life and
is directly traceable to the action.
Adrushta is not experienced in the same
life but is carried forward to a collection
called Sanchita, a portion of which
fructifies as Prarabdha for a particular
life/embodiment. Adrushta is created by
the performance or non - performance of
actions/duties enjoined in the scriptural
ordinances and classifies as either Punya
(merit) or Paapa (sin) resulting in
favourable or unfavourable situations
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respectively.

e Prarabdha in Manushya Loka expresses
itself in the form of 10 main factors viz.
Vishista Desha (place of birth), Jaati
(species), Kula (family), @ Dharma
(culture), Ayuh (life), Shruta
(knowledge), Vrutta (livelihood), Vitta
(wealth), Sukha (pleasure) and Medha
(intelligence/memory).

e Prarabdha is caused not only by Karma
but also Shrutam (knowledge/beliefs
entertained during the past life) which
determines the further course of the jiva.
(Yatha Karma, Yatha Shrutam says
Kathopanishad)

e The jiva also collects subtle
impressions/tendencies as he enjoys his
Karma phala which are called Vasanas
that express themselves as likes and
dislikes in his subsequent manifestations.

e Thus a jiva is born with a certain
Prarabdha/situations as well as Vasanas
in a new body.
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When the Prarabdha situation matches
the Vasanas, he experiences pleasure
otherwise pain. Thus pleasure and pain
are relative to an individual.

If Prarabdha or destiny is beyond my
control, does it mean I am a helpless
victim of situations? Fortunately not,
because man has been blessed with the
unique privilege of Purushartha (self-
effort).

If I am responsible for my actions and
results, I also have the capability to
change situations or my responses to
situations by my self- effort. To quote
Pujya Gurudev's words, ' What you meet
in life is destiny! How you meet it is free
will.'

Moreover, @ knowledge of Karma
Siddhanta makes one completely
responsible for his situations. No person,
thing or situation is to be blamed. They
are only Nimitta (incidental).

Going through Prarabdha liquidates it
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and thus is the grace of the Lord for the
evolution of all creatures.

e Karma Siddhanta should not result in a
helpless or laid-back attitude but in
dynamic action and intelligent living.

e The importance of punya or merit as the
currency in the journey of life and prayer
as a purushartha to remove obstacles
enroute was strongly emphasized.

Those who missed the lectures can catch up
with them on YouTube. The online talks were
well received with the number of YouTube
views increasing by the day. On the last day, a
questionnaire based on the talks was
uploaded for the purpose of recapitulation
and clarity of ideas covered in the talks.

Pujya Guruji blessed us with his online
discourses on Bhagawan Adi
Sankaracharyaji's Veda Saara Shiva Stotram
extolling both the Saguna and Nirguna
Swaroopa of Lord Shiva titled "Hymn to Lord
Shiva- the Soul of the Vedas" which was
telecast live on YouTube Chinmaya Channel
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from 28th October to 11th November 2020.
Now, on to some good news for Geeta lovers!
The Chinmaya Geeta Fest 2020 has been
announced. Young and old alike can
participate as we have groups for all ages.
Please visit our website
www.chinmayamissionmulund.com for the
instructions. A gist of the guidelines is as
follows:
» This year, the annual Geeta Chanting
Competition conducted by Chinmaya

Mission Mulund is going to be online.
Group- wise portions of Chapter 2-
Sankhya Yoga have been given in the
website.

» Online Guidance classes have started
from 22nd November, 11.00 am to 11.45
am on all Sundays and will go on up to
10th January 2021. Group-wise link for
online guidance class is available on the
website. Those interested can join the
online classes from coming Sunday.

» Participants have to register online for
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the preliminary round by uploading a
video of their chanting according to their
portion for video submission. Portion for
the video submission is mentioned in the
website.
» Last date for the registration is 15th
January, 2021.
» The results of the preliminary round will
be declared online on 24th January 2021.
» Attending online guidance classes is not
mandatory for registration. Group-wise
learning aid audio is also provided in the
website.
We invite out readers to encourage all in the
family and friends’ circle to participate in the
Geeta Fest and be a recipient of Lord
Krishna's blessings. "Chant Geeta, Enchant
Krishna".
Smt. Lakshmi Kumar
Editor - Chinmaya Adesh

Only when we commit ourselves, heart and
soul to an idea will it inspire us to action.
- H. H. Swami Swaroopananda
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What is wrong?
H. H. Swami Chinmayananda

Individuals put together constitute a
community. Along with the day to day change
of the individual, the community should also
constantly change. Keeping pace with this
constant change in the community or society,
its culture and religion should also be
prepared to undergo suitable changes as
required by the changing times; if any
religion or culture has been unable to change
according to the needs of the society from
time to time, it died naturally. Thus the
Roman, Greek, Egyptian and Mesopotamian
cultures have all been wiped out, in the flood
of change. They lost their elasticity to
embrace the community when it needed new
inner growth.

It is mainly because of its capacity to change -
its elasticity - that Hinduism has such a long
history of unbroken service to mankind. It
has changed many a time. Even though the
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fundamental truths are the same, our culture
changed in order to accommodate the new
demands of the community. The vedic culture
changed into the puranic culture. The yagna--
salas are no more now, but temples have
come up. As a revolt against the yagna
organisations, the great Buddha came.
Though we kept Buddha as a separate entity
in the beginning, by the time Adi Sankara
came, Buddha was absorbed into Hinduism.
Sankara accepted Buddha, because 500 years
before Christ that change was necessary to
accommodate a new condition of society.
When Buddhism which held full sway of the
country till 7™ century decayed, Sree
Sankaracharya had to revive Hinduism.

The vedanta philosophy of Sankara could not
serve the society all the time. By the 12%
century Ramanuja had to come in the 15th
century Madhvacharya and in the 19th
century Swami Vivekananda. Tell me friends,
when did Hinduism not change, in order to
accommodate the new demands of the
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community? Always Hinduism had this
vitality in itself.

Nowadays a new situation has arisen. Till
today all over the world especially in our
country, greatness was due to a single or a
few individuals. A Tagore, a Mahatma Gandhi,
one great philosopher, a Radhakrishnan is
sufficient to glorify the whole country.
Whether it is in art or literature, it is all born
of individual greatness, shared by the whole
nation. Nowadays the situation has changed;
the population has increased; the education
has become more popular, the new
technology has brought the whole world into
a much smaller ambit. Therefore the world
has moved on to an era of organisation.
Individual greatness is of little concern;
individuals are crushed and brushed aside.
What we want is organisation; without
organisation neither industry, nor commerce,
nor culture, nor any activity in the world can
succeed today.

Even administration cannot be managed or

13



|| T e DECEMBER — 2020

executed by a single individual; a secretariat
or a parliament is necessary. Even in your
own little shop, even if it is a tea stall or
cigarette shop, you cannot run it alone; you
need an auditor or an accountant. Or else the
income tax officials would eat you up, or the
sales tax people would sell the whole shop, or
the MISA would destroy it. Therefore
organization is necessary. I am not interested
in politics or economics; I don't know much
about them; I spend my time in the study of
scriptures, and our culture and religion. When
I pay my attention to religions, I find that
those religions, which are organised, have a
place in the world; today disorganised
religions will be wiped out. See Christianity!
How beautifully they are organised! Look at
[slam! Even Buddhists all over the Far East
are well organised. Our religion also has to
gain organisational beauty. This idea was in
the minds of the great rishis of old.

Thus we find that religion was the centre of
every village including this one. The temple
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was the centre of attraction of all the villages.
But about 300 to 400 years ago there was a
change in the constitution of the temples in
this country. The vested interests of temples
resulted in the misappropriation of their use.
They were not attracting people; on the other
hand they wanted only public money. Thus
we collected land and wealth, but we did not
allow most people to enter the temple; if at
all they came, they were allowed only up to a
certain point and not beyond. We never knew
what the greatness of our culture was. All the
scriptures were the secret treasures of these
people, until at last nobody came anymore to
the temple. All of them would send prasada
or money to the temple because they were
taught that giving money was more important
than visiting the temple.

Thus temples became rich, but without
people. Temples are not meant to safe keep
money as a bank does; it is an institution to
improve people. Thus after two to three
generations, the younger generation of today
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has no idea of what the temple is for. They
have little money to spare. So neither do they
send the money nor come to the temple. Land
has been taken back by the society. Now
people are not to the temple, and so is
money! The poor Executive Officer doesn't
know how to whitewash it! So then the idea
is, we have to revive them now. We don't
want money, we want to attract the younger
generation, the little children, the young men
and women of the society. Therefore we have
to reorient all the programmes of temples.
Those who stand against it will be crushed
and removed. It is not against Hinduism.

Hinduism has always been changing
according to the needs and demands of the
community. Thus we have to effect new
changes. We have to attract the entire
community into the temple foreground. It is
not sufficient to hold an uthsava once a year;
they must come here every day to enjoy the
environment. For that we must produce such
programmes that they will be attracted
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towards the place. If, for that, dance is
necessary we shall dance; if magic is
necessary, we shall call magicians here; if
lights can attract them, we will put up lights
everywhere, every day. In between we shall
give patakam, or harikatha kalaskhepam, and
then slowly educate them. This, I mean, for
the younger generation. Children also must be
sent by the parents. Those who know
bhajans, stories and keertans must come here
and teach them. Let there be nursery schools
in the temple verandahs. In them let children
be taught the ABC of religion - not only
religious but also regular education. Let them
start their education in the atmosphere of the
temple. Let them visit the Lord and pray
before the classes. Whenever there is a bell
ringing or a chanting going on, let them
remember  again and again Lord
Parameswara! Thus the children need not be
taught religion. Let them be in that
atmosphere; then they will start evolving. My
friends, | am not saying this as a mere theory.
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For the last ten or eleven years I have been
practising or training children in various
nursery schools all over India, and we find
that those children have already absorbed
spiritual  samskaras into  themselves.
Therefore they start enquiring - what is the
significance of a temple, religion, etc. When
they start asking questions, explain more to
them in the language of the modern man. We
have prescribed many books. All of a sudden
the younger generation may not like or
understand the Bhagavatam, Ramayana or
the Upanishads. For that, we have to interpret
our culture in the language of a university,
the language of the sciences. We have been
doing it for the benefit of teenagers. They are
all fascinated by it; their numbers are
increasing. Their questions and their seekings
are intense. Soon enough we shall have a
team of really sincere pursuers of Hinduism,
but this should not depend upon one Swami
Chinmayananda; it must be a national
programme. But our Government will not
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touch it, not because they are secular, but
because of their ignorance. Therefore it is the
responsibility of those who are living near
temples, those who already have faith and
sraddha and those who have already studied
the textbooks; it is for them to come out and
start imparting it to the people. Don't tell me
that there is no money. Don't ask the public
for money. We don't want money; we want
people. When you get people, they will always
have purses with them! And therefore money
automatically comes.

h ic™
" realisation is the fulfillment of the path
of right thinking and deep meditation.

Swami Chinmayananda
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Chinmaya Shreeram is now open to
devotees for darshan and daily
chanting from 5pm and Arati at 6.30
pm.

Chanting schedule (5 to 6 pm):
Monday |Narayaneeyam and
Shiva Stotras

Tuesday |Ganapati
Atharvasheersham

Wednesday |Ramcharitmanas

Thursday |Vishnu Sahasranaam,
Bhagawad Geeta &
Guru Stotras

Friday Lalita Sahasranaam &
Devi Stotras

Saturday |Hanuman Chalisa &

Hanumat Stotras
6pm to 6.30pm (Daily) — Ram Raksha
Stotra, Shri Suktam, etc.
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